PANAMA’S ARMY 
SEIZES CAMPUS 

University Shut, Perhaps 
for Six Months 


By LUIS NOLI 
PANAMA (AP) -The mili- 
tary junta sent national guard 
troops Saturday to occupy the 
University of Panama and 
closed it, possibly , for six 
months. 

A junta statement charged the 
campus had been the scene of 
constant strikes for trivial rea- 
sons, political meetings that 
cause frequent suspension of 
classes and student insults and 
threats to professors. 

Students have been in the 
forefront of opposition to the 
military regime that took over 
Oct. 11 after throwing out Presi- 
dent Arnulfo Arias. He had been 
in office 10 days . 

The statement said the uni- 
versity would be closed until a 
board of regents to be named 
soon drafts a program for edu- 
cational reform. It will have six 
months to prepare the draft. 
The academic year would have 
ended early in February. 

CLEANUP VOWED 
The announcement by Provi- 
sional President Jose M. Pinilla 
and his deputy, Bolivar Urrutia, 
said the reforms will include the 
cleanup of the campus, the' elec- 
tion of a new rector, admission 

. of students and academic mat- 
ters. 

The cleanup of the campus 
may involve Communists. The 
statement referred to 
“ ‘professional students’ who 
spend whole years going from 
one faculty (college) to another 
without seriously deciding to 
take up a career.” 

: Many of these long-term stu- 
dents are Communists, who 
have gained control of key posi- 
tions in the Students Union. Re- 


■ cently, the Communists have 
been split into Peking and Mos- 
cow factions. 

A separate statement said 
that the junta, “having achieved 
the consolidation of the revolu- 
tionary government,” was now 
tackling educational reforms. 

ARMS SEIZED 

At 2 a.m., three trucks loaded 
with elite red beret troops of the 
guard moved to the campus and 
began the occupation of all 
buildings. The troops seized a 
large number of arms, said 
Capt Antonio Suarez, the 
guard’s public information offi- 
cer. 

Suarez said the campus had 
become a virtual no man’s land 
since Dec. 4, when there was a 
bitterly contested election of a 
rector. He said there had been 
shooting incidents between rival 
student factions. 

The incumbent rector, Dr. 
Bernardo Lombardo, a physi- 
cist, claimed re-election by a 
vote of 126-123 over Dr. Carlos 
Ivan Zuniga, a law professor 
who is a Socialist. 

VOTE CHALLENGED 

Zuniga’s supporters chal- 
lenged the election, saying ac- 
tually 252 votes were cast, not 
249. The election is conducted 
by the General University Coun- 
cil, made up of professors and 
student representatives. 

Since then there have been 
, student clashes, adding to tur- 
1 moil at the university. It has 
' 9,000 students. 

" The junta’s action apparently 
\ caught everyone at the universi- 
! ty by surprise. Rector Lombar- 
do himself said he had no ink- 
ling that the guard would move 
in. 

It was the first time the na- 
tional guard, Panama’s army, 
had occupied the university. By 
law, the university has adminis- 
trative autonomy. 



